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Romanian Cultural Institute in New York presents

Under 30: Young Romanian Composers and Musicians at Merkin Hall

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 AT 8 P.M.

Under 30: Young Romanian Composers and Musicians at Merkin Hall

Merkin Concert Hall at <<Kaufman> <Center>>, Goodman House
<<129 West 67th Street>, <New York>, <NY> <10023>>
Admisssion: FREE. Reservation recommended at the box office: 212 501 3330 

www.merkinconcerthall.org
NEW YORK, October 10, 2008 - The Romanian Cultural Institute presents a free concert of new music featuring young Romanian composers and musicians. Pianists Matei Varga, Bogdan Dulu, Andrei Licareţ, and cellist Laura Buruiană will premiere a series of works from composers of their own generation. Mezzo-soprano Annie Rosen and violinist Vlad Maistorovici, one of the featured composers, will also perform in this overview of emerging Romanian new music.

About the concept of the project and the works selected:

In May 2008, 24 young Romanian-born composers, currently based in Romania and other European countries, answered a call launched by the Romanian Cultural Institute in New York, and submitted their works in order to be considered for this concert. Four of the participating musicians - pianists Matei Varga, Bogdan Dulu, Andrei Licareţ, and cellist Laura Buruiană (all of whom have studied or performed in the U.S. and are considered among the most promising young Romanian musicians) - undertook the selection process, choosing ten works by their colleagues which reflect the rich variety of Romanian compositional genres and styles. The next generation of Romanian composers utilizes a varied stylistic palette, incorporating traditional Romanian folk themes and liturgical music, innovative techniques, new takes on counterpoint, modal expression and timbre, and establishing dialogues with works of George Enescu, Olivier Messiaen, Iannis Xenakis and György Ligeti, as well as the great masters of the past. 


The works to be performed at Merkin Hall include pieces for piano solo; violin and piano; cello and piano; and art songs for mezzo-soprano & piano, by nine composers, most in their twenties: Ciprian Costin, Vlad Maistorovici, Şerban Marcu, Mihai Măniceanu, Diana Rotaru, Diana Iulia Simon, Ana Szilágyi, Ioana Tiberian, Sabina Ulubeanu. All the works presented will have their American premieres at Merkin Hall, with one receiving its world premiere. While virtually unknown in the U.S., these composers have well-established careers in Europe, having been awarded commissions and a wide range of prizes at national and international competitions during the past several years. The composers have lived, studied and worked in Romania, the U.K., Austria, Germany, Italy, France, Belgium, Poland and other European countries, and their works have been performed there, as well farther afield, in such countries as Australia and Japan. 

THE PROGRAM:

Ciprian Costin: Romanian Fairy Tales. Suite for Piano Solo in Romanian Folk Style (1, 2, 3, 5, 7) (U.S. Premiere) 
Piano: Bogdan Dulu
Born in 1988 in Iaşi (in the northeastern Romanian province of Moldavia), Ciprian Costin is the youngest of the nine composers. Costin’s vibrant, yet delicate expressive works reveal "subtle ways of expression developed after the post-romantic period of Scriabin or Rachmaninoff" (composer Csiky Boldizsár). His seven-part piano suite is comprised of movements that express powerful emotions with strong connections to Romanian history and the country’s national character, including the representative Romanian "doina" folk song. Costin will begin studies at Boston’s Berklee College of Music next year, majoring in Film Scoring, and is also an accomplished computer science researcher, receiving Second Place in the Microsoft Imagine Cup Competition in 2005. 

Mihai Măniceanu: The Living (U.S. Premiere)
Piano: Matei Varga

Cadenza for Cello and Piano (U.S. Premiere)
Cello: Laura Buruiană; Piano: Matei Varga 

Critics have found Mihai Măniceanu’s works “imaginative, with surprising sonorities,” identifying influences from the music of Xenakis and Ligeti. Writes Măniceanu, "My music oscillates between a non-romantic language and a postmodern orientation, through which I reinterpret various historical musical meanings. Cadenza interprets ironically peculiar clichés of the classical language, whereas The Living explores emotional extremes through a direct musical language.” Măniceanu holds a BA and MA with majors in piano and composition from the National University of Music in Bucharest, and is currently a Ph.D. candidate there in composition. He also studied at Hochschule für Musik und Theater Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy in Leipzig. His works have been performed by ensembles from Romania and Sweden and by orchestras in Bucharest and Leipzig. 

Şerban Marcu: Art songs for mezzo-soprano & piano (U.S. Premiere)
Lyrics by Lucian Blaga

Piano: Andrei Licareţ; Mezzo-soprano: Annie Rosen

Şerban Marcu’s music is lyrical, expressionistic and atmospheric. "I would describe my music as more "harmonic" than as "polyphonic", more as "gentle" than "shocking." I use mostly the traditional way of playing instruments, and incorporate modalism where the pitch is signficant for the expression.” Marcu holds a BA and Ph.D in musical composition from the Music Academy in Cluj-Napoca (Transylvania), and is a Lecturer of Musical Harmony there. He is a prolific composer, and his works, including art songs, chamber music, choral music, opera have been performed and awarded prizes in all the contemporary music festivals and contests in Romania. In his words, "The song cycle on Blaga poems is modal, oscilating between a light chromaticism, quite-impressionistic transparency and some more expressionist and chromatic moments, and tries to catch the melancholy that is common throughout the poems.” 
Vlad Maistorovici: Monument. Prélude à L’unison – Tribute to Enescu (U.S. Premiere)
Violin: Vlad Maistorovici; Piano: Matei Varga

The Romanian-born violinist and composer Vlad Maistorovici currently lives in England. Critics have commented on his works’ “vivid contrasts” (London Financial Times) and “direct expression” (Bucharest Actualitatea Muzicala). In Maistorovici’s words, “Monument. Prelude a l’unison – Tribute to Enescu was written in 2005. I wanted to borrow Enescu’s innovative and meaningful idea of the Prelude in unison and use it in a piece for violin and piano. After an introduction from the violin, the two instruments play in unison, but the unison gets more and more corrupted, while the unity of the melody is never betrayed.” Maistorovici studied at The Yehudi Menuhin School and graduated in 2008 from the Royal College of Music, where he studied violin and composition; he is currently completing his Master of Music there. His debut as a composer at the age of 10 was broadcast live on Romanian Public Radio and TV, and he had written several works by the age of 16. He was selected to take part in the prestigious Britten-Pears Programme in 2007. Future premieres include various chamber works and a new work for the London Philharmonic Orchestra in 2009.

Diana Rotaru: Prélude Parisien no 1. Debumessquisse (U.S. Premiere)
Piano: Andrei Licareţ 

Born in Bucharest, in 1981, Diana Rotaru studied composition at the National University of Music in Bucharest, as well as the Conservatoire de Paris. She has won numerous prizes, and her works have been performed in Europe and Japan. Rotaru will have a work premiered this season by the Lithuanian Chamber Orchestra, and another performed in Stockholm. “In my works I slide from “story-telling” - from a sort of epic force that drives the material forward through fractures of expression – to a more recent interest for an aesthetics of “sleep”, of “slowness”, of numb movement and ambiguous feelings in a dream-like world. Lately, I have also taken a special interest in the revival of the “cantability,” of the generative “theme” as a recognizable structure, with personality and expression on its own. “Debumessquisse” is a very short work, inspired – as the title shows – by the aquatic feeling in Debussy’s and Messiaen’s works. I have tried to blend an apparently improvisational construction with a continual and quite strict kaleidoscopic transformation of an initial generative gesture: a sort of “the prelude meets the theme with variations”. 

Diana Iulia Simon: Mosaic (U.S. Premiere)

Piano: Andrei Licareţ 
“My music makes use of textures, heterophony, modal and atonal elements, and it deals with such themes as the dream, the opposition between the sacred and profane, and the symbolism of numbers. "Mosaic" represents an inner monologue through several different states of spirit: restlessness and frenetic inner tension versus the search for excerpts of a long-lost silence and a dream-like nostalgia.” Diana Iulia Simon holds a BA and a MA from the National University of Music in Bucharest, with a major in composition. Since 2007 she is member of the Union of Romanian Composers and Musicologists. She has also studied at Hochschule fur Musik und Theater (Hamburg); at Carl von Ossietzky University (Oldenburg, Germany); and at Karol Lipinski Music Academy, Wroclaw (Poland). Her compositions, including chamber and symphonic works, have been performed in Romania and Germany. She is currently a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Bucharest. 

Ana Szilágyi: Sonorities (U.S. Premiere)
Piano: Bogdan Dulu

“Sonorities is based on natural resonance of sound,” writes Szilágyi. “They are sounds that harken back to Romanian landscapes like folk music, church bells and “toaca” (Romanian Vesper bell). For me two parameters are the most important in my music: melody and timbre. They are in a close relation.” Szilágyi has a BA in composition from the University of Music in Bucharest. She also studied in Trossingen, Germany, and at University of Music and Performing Arts in Vienna, where she is currently enrolled as a Ph.D. candidate. Her new work “Flying", inspired by the sculptor Constantin Brancusi, will premiere at Vienna’s Wien Modern Festival this season.

Ioana Tiberian: Sonata for Violin and Piano (World Premiere)

Violin: Vlad Maistorovici; Piano: Bogdan Dulu

Ioana Tiberian’s music has been described as “exciting… a music that surprises the audience with unexpected twists.” “I would include myself in the category of postmodern composers,” she writes, “but, I would also more specifically say that my style is a mixture of my East European background, my West European education and new modern music influences. The Sonata for Violin and Piano is a very challenging work for both instruments, being demanding for the players both on a technical level and also on an emotional one. The two instruments have equal importance in the piece, two merging entities that have a common goal, creating a memorable moment for the listeners.” Tiberian was born in 1987 in Bucharest. Her musical career began at the age of six, when she began playing the piano and composing. After graduating the George Enescu secondary school in Bucharest, in 2004 she entered the University of Music in Bucharest, studying Composition, and continued her studies at the Birmingham Conservatoire, in the U.K. Her compositions include piano works, chamber works and orchestral pieces.

Sabina Ulubeanu: Sonata for Cello and Piano (U.S. Premiere)
Cello: Laura Buruiană; Piano: Matei Varga 

“To write music is for me a necessity; I must express myself, my feelings, my emotions. So, my music is first of all very emotional and subjective, my vision of the world,” writes Ulubeanu. “Technically speaking, I am very fond of the old masters, Bach, Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven. I like to write music that develops naturally, step by step, so that the first notes of the score may be found, in a different state, in the middle or the end. I love melody, I love counterpoint. The Sonata was written when I found that one of my friends was very ill. It's an expression of fury and sadness, with very little moments of peace and luminosity.” Ulubeanu’s works for solo instruments, chamber and symphonic works have been performed in Romania and abroad, and she is also an accomplished pianist. She is currently a Ph.D. student at the University of Music in Bucharest.

THE MUSICIANS
The Bucharest-born cellist Laura Buruiană has performed as a soloist with orchestras in the U.S. and Europe, including the DSO-Berlin. Several radio stations have broadcast her numerous recordings (including Deutschlandradio Berlin, BR Munich, and BBC London), and she has won first prizes in many competitions, including First Prize in The Young Concert Artists European Auditions in Leipzig, Germany. In 2003, she received First Prize in the Young Concert Artists International Auditions in New York and received her New York debut, as well as a tour here. She has a BA in cello studies at the National University of Music in Bucharest, and at the Musikhochschule in Cologne.

Pianist Bogdan Dulu is one of the most respected young musicians from Romania. After receiving a BA from the National University of Music in Bucharest, he is now a Master of Music candidate at Mannes College the New School for Music. He has won the Grand Prize in the Lory Wallfisch International Competition Romania, 2nd Prize of the Liszt-Bartok Competition in Sofia, and the 2nd Prize in the Garrison International Piano Competition in Baltimore, among other awards. He has performed extensively as a solo recitalist, chamber musician and collaborative pianist in Europe and the U.S., and has recorded works by Schumann, Haydn and Liszt for the Romanian Radio Broadcasting Corporation.

With a repertoire that ranges from Baroque to modern music, pianist Andrei Licareţ has performed in a wide range of concerts throughout Europe and the U.S., and has been awarded numerous international prizes. His orchestral appearances include concerts in Germany, Romania and Israel, among others. He has a BA and MA from the National Music University in Bucharest, has studied at the Music National Conservatory in Paris and the Sommer Akademie Mozarteum-Salzburg, and is currently studying with Leon Fleisher at the Peabody Conservatory. Licareţ has recorded extensively for Romanian Radio and Television.

Violinist Vlad Maistorovici (See composer section, above)
Mezzo-soprano Annie Rosen graduated from Yale College in May, where she won numerous awards, including the prestigious Louis Sudler Prize in the Performing and Creative Arts. Recent operatic roles include The Messenger in Monteverdi's L'Orfeo at the Norfolk Chamber Music Festival, Claudio in the American premiere of Handel's Silla with the Bay Area Summer Opera Theater, and Anna I in Kurt Weill's Seven Deadly Sins at the Yale School of Drama. She has appeared in recital, performing diverse works from Schumann's Frauenliebe und -leben to Schoenberg's Book of the Hanging Gardens, and, as a member of the Yale Schola Cantorum, she has toured throughout Europe and the United States. Rosen is currently pursuing a master's degree at Mannes College. 

Matei Varga is already established as one of the leading young pianists of his native Romania, with his talent fast becoming recognized in the U.S. and Europe. Most recently, Varga received the Dorothy Mackenzie Artist Recognition Award at the 2007 International Keyboard Institute and Festival at Mannes College, and was Second Prize winner at the 2007-08 Young Concert Artists International Competition. In February 2005 he won the Mannes Concerto Competition. In addition to his numerous appearances in Romania, Varga has performed as a solo recitalist, chamber musician, and concerto soloist at major venues in New York, Washington D.C., Montreal, Paris, Stockholm, Tokyo, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and many more. He has also participated in various prestigious music festivals, including Festival de Sintra (Portugal); Festival dei Due Mondi (Spoleto, Italy); and the George Enescu International Festival (Bucharest). He has a BA from the National University of Music in Bucharest (2004), and he received a Master of Music degree (2006) and a Professional Studies Diploma (2008) from New York’s Mannes College of Music. Among his appearances this season is a solo concert at Carnegie Hall’s Zankel Hall in October, 2008. 
The Romanian Cultural Institute in New York (RCINY) aims to promote Romanian culture to the public in both the <<U.S.>> and internationally, and to build sustainable connections and collaborations between American and Romanian cultural organizations. The RCINY portofolio of projects includes, among others: the first US retrospective of Romanian film organized in partnership with the Film Society at Lincoln Center, support to Romanian visual artists presented at MOMA or at the Armory show, collaborations with the PEN World Voices and an array of academic lectures and events hosted by the Harriman Institute at Columbia University. www.icrny.org
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